
and ball fields for his ~am ly - indeed, few weal hy peopl can.

Land is expensive, so most people buy a small lot 0 which to

build. Usually, o~ly ~ small yard can be provLded at best, and

it is oft n landscaped and planted with tees De elopments

spring up covering completely whole sections, w th no land set

aside for recreatLon and park areas.

How are the recreation needs of these people to be met? To­

d y all levels of gov~r.nment generally accept responsibil ty for

roviding the p bli wlth open space for re reation. The Federal

n ernment, hrough the new B~reau of Outdoor Recreation is

oordinarlng efforts of 'a io s dQpartments to pro ide addit 0 al

national r.e rea

parks and oth.er

lon ar"'as.

ared.S t be

Stat~ age (1 s hay

3 .d for r _1' ation,

been developing

o only to meet

t e demand from residents ~ut also to attract touris s. Nearly

every important city in the country has a program for the acqui-

sitlon and development of ew land t m et r sing demand. Public

ar as supplement the pr1vate and comm reial recrea ion a eas and

gi everybody a plac to go and som th ng to do.

Ad antages of Publi

Why should public r.ecreati n be p ovided? What are its

ad gntag s to a commun1tv1

First and foremost is the fa. that publi recreation
provides programs n which any p rson in the city an
pa ti ipat, egardless of ag , s x, a and social or
economic statu. A rag family income for about 60%
of Alb ma leis families is presently under $5,000 pe
year. The n ds f ths p ople ar largely unmet by
the YMCA, co ntry lubs, and commercial areas. Th y
must use su h p~blic areas as ar available, or do
without const uctlve ecrea iono

It ha bee proven many t m s hat a whole ome publ c
recreation program helps d ter juv nil del nquen.y ~nd

crim. Young people hay mo e 1 isure t me and 1 ss
home r &ponsib liti sand cho s than ~ver b for in
risto y. le n-agers w 11 find someth1ng to d wheth r
it is whol some or. not. A well organized pu e rea-
tion prog am can p 0 ide a outlet for th i erg es.
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